The planned separate Annual Meeting should not be viewed as a divisive gesture, but as an exploratory one-a diplomatic mission. Nonetheless, the announcement of this meeting resulted in some strong emotions, which covered the full gamut from strongly positive to intensely negative as one might expect from a seemingly radical break in tradition. However, based on our survey of members held last November, the majority that responded were in favor of this action and would recommend that their students attend the 2018 SSSA Annual Meeting. The board of directors is conscious of the feeling of members who prefer to meet with either ASA or CSSA, and we also recognize that some may feel we are turning our back on our long-standing traditional ties to agronomy and agricultural sciences. Please understand that this could not be further from the truth. We embrace the agricultural roots of our Society as our recent reorganization has shown with the creation of the Agricultural and Food Systems Group. This clearly puts an emphasis on the role agriculture plays within the soil science profession. The board also unanimously passed a resolution that codifi es our feelings towards this sector of our Society.
"The SSSA Board of Directors reaffi rms its long-standing and synergistic relationship with ASA and CSSA. Agriculture will always be one of the focal areas for SSSA. The 2018 Annual Meeting, separate from ASA and CSSA, does not signify an intent to meet apart from ASA and CSSA permanently but rather represents an opportunity to collaborate with other closely related scientifi c societies." However, we also fully realize and accept that the soil science profession is large and diverse. We have made strides to bring in those working in the broader earth sciences, environmental, educational, and consulting realms as illustrated by our new board structure and our focused, single-topic meetings. In order for us to grow both as a Society and profession, we must recognize, foster, and accept our longstanding traditions with agriculture and the basic soil sciences. We must also reach out and acknowledge that our profession has changed and will expand as we see our population become more urbanized and aware of its environment beyond the rural areas. We live in exciting times to be a soil scientist! We must rely on our basic and increasing understanding of soils so that we can teach the world not only to grow food and manage our agricultural lands wisely, but also how to manage our water resources, forests, wetlands, and land in general. Ultimately, we have a critical role in managing one of the four resources that we cannot live without-SOIL. 
